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Dear Bob:
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) continues to make progress on its
work on per-and polyfluorinated alkyl substances. Your 2012 report to then Director
Dan Wyant has been reviewed by this administration and the recommendations in it
and other reports pertaining to PFAS contamination are summarized below, along
with the status of each of those recommendations.
As you are aware, a great deal of effort is being put forth in dealing with this emerging
contaminant. The DEQ has established a multi-agency technical workgroup to
establish standards and gather information on PFAS; a supplemental appropriation
was recently passed that will enable the DEQ Laboratory to purchase equipment and
hire staff to analyze environmental samples for PFAS; ambient water quality testing
continues to be done to determine surface water impacts; and efforts are being made
to identify air emissions that may contain PFAS. The DEQ, in conjunction with DHHS
and local health departments, is directing provision of alternate water supplies and
overseeing or conducting investigations into multiple locations with PFAS
contamination.

A number of recommendations contained in your report are not within DEQ’s authority
to implement, but state government all the way up to the Governor is engaged and
actively working to identify and mitigate potential threats to public health.
With respect to the site that you have managed, the Wurtsmith Air Force Base, since
2012, the site has been allocated over $2 million of state funds to conduct activities
not covered by federal funds. This includes tracking the PFAS contamination offsite
by installing monitoring wells, and conducting groundwater, sediment, surface water,
and foam testing. We have also supported residential well sampling to ensure safe
drinking water for residents, conducted public outreach, and worked with state and
local health departments to protect public health.
As the PFAS concern has become more visible in the media and to our government
officials, it is important that we all understand what is being done to address this
significant issue. Thank you for your continued work on the Wurtsmith Air Force Base
and the Multi-Agency PFAS Workgroup. We value your contributions.
Sincerely,
Heidi
C. Heidi Grether
Director
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
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From: Delaney, Robert (DEQ)
To: Grether, Heidi (DEQ)
Cc: McClellan, Michael (DEQ); Epkey, Amy (DEQ); Leeming, Susan (DEQ); Shirey, Kathleen (DEQ); Zimmer, Nate

(DEQ); Boeskool, Travis (DEQ); Kneale, Catherine (DEQ)
Subject: 2012 PFAS Report
Date: Monday, January 08, 2018 6:25:15 PM

Dear Director Grether,
Thank you for taking the time to write to me. This has been a very awkward time for me because of
the way things played out. After a 33 year career working for the Department, I kind of thought I
would ride quietly off into retirement. I guess we live in extraordinary times. The report that I, and
Dr. DeGrandchamp wrote in 2012 came from our understanding of the PFAS issue at that time and a
deep concern for the health of our citizens and even our own families. By the time we had written
that, I had been in frequent contact with the Office of the Secretary of Defense, EPA headquarters
personnel and many regulators from the other states concerning these issues. There was relatively
little being done on PFAS contamination at the time, so as I wrote to the Director, I knew I was
bringing to him an issue with which he would be unfamiliar.
Not wanting to bring a big problem to upper management without some ideas on how to address it,
as I said in the document, I was just brainstorming possible actions the Director and the State might
take. Many of the ideas might be impractical or as you point out, not within the authority of DEQ. So
I appreciate what you have said.
I want to say, I am so very impressed by the thoughtful approach the state agencies and the
Governor’s office have brought to the issue. I sit in our MPART meetings and am struck by how hard
the management team works, how conscientious they are and how talented they are.
I am sure I am going to feel awkward around here until I retire. Up until now, I was really aggressive
working with the other states, DoD and whoever would listen. I appreciate that this is now a full
team effort and though my role has changed, I am pretty much at peace with the situation.
I still believe that America needs to ask why are many disease rates seemingly rising, and equally as
important, why are some disease rates going down. I still believe that things like increasing infertility
rates and other health issues, are significant threats to our country and to the stability of nations.
(That is one of the things that I get to talk to DoD leadership about quite frequently).
Anyway, you have a lot of heavy responsibilities, so again, I really do appreciate your taking the time
to write to me.
Bob
Robert Delaney
DSMOA Coordinator
Remediation and Redevelopment Division
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Office: 517-284-5085
Cell: 517-388-7037

From: Grether, Heidi (DEQ) 
Sent: Friday, January 05, 2018 9:52 AM
To: Delaney, Robert (DEQ)
Cc: McClellan, Michael (DEQ); Epkey, Amy (DEQ); Leeming, Susan (DEQ); Shirey, Kathleen (DEQ);
Zimmer, Nate (DEQ); Boeskool, Travis (DEQ); Kneale, Catherine (DEQ)
Subject: 2012 PFAS Report
Dear Bob:
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) continues to make progress on its



work on per-and polyfluorinated alkyl substances. Your 2012 report to then Director
Dan Wyant has been reviewed by this administration and the recommendations in it
and other reports pertaining to PFAS contamination are summarized below, along
with the status of each of those recommendations.
As you are aware, a great deal of effort is being put forth in dealing with this emerging
contaminant. The DEQ has established a multi-agency technical workgroup to
establish standards and gather information on PFAS; a supplemental appropriation
was recently passed that will enable the DEQ Laboratory to purchase equipment and
hire staff to analyze environmental samples for PFAS; ambient water quality testing
continues to be done to determine surface water impacts; and efforts are being made
to identify air emissions that may contain PFAS. The DEQ, in conjunction with DHHS
and local health departments, is directing provision of alternate water supplies and
overseeing or conducting investigations into multiple locations with PFAS
contamination.

A number of recommendations contained in your report are not within DEQ’s authority
to implement, but state government all the way up to the Governor is engaged and
actively working to identify and mitigate potential threats to public health.
With respect to the site that you have managed, the Wurtsmith Air Force Base, since
2012, the site has been allocated over $2 million of state funds to conduct activities
not covered by federal funds. This includes tracking the PFAS contamination offsite
by installing monitoring wells, and conducting groundwater, sediment, surface water,
and foam testing. We have also supported residential well sampling to ensure safe
drinking water for residents, conducted public outreach, and worked with state and
local health departments to protect public health.
As the PFAS concern has become more visible in the media and to our government
officials, it is important that we all understand what is being done to address this
significant issue. Thank you for your continued work on the Wurtsmith Air Force Base
and the Multi-Agency PFAS Workgroup. We value your contributions.
Sincerely,
Heidi
C. Heidi Grether
Director
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality


